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How family, community and music shaped my journey from Poly High to Berklee College of Music
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This spring, | graduated from Long Beach Polytechnic High School and made one of the biggest decisions of
my life. | chose to attend Berklee College of Music in Boston after receiving a full tuition scholarship. | was
also accepted to UC Berkeley, and | feel incredibly grateful for both opportunities. In the end, music has

always been my passion, and Berklee felt like the place where | could keep growing as a musician and as a
person.
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It is hard for me to remember a time when music was not part of my life. | started playing by ear when | was
very young and would spend time at the piano trying to figure out songs | loved. Before formal lessons, | was
already exploring melodies on my own. | began classical piano studies at age 11 and later added jazz piano at
17, which opened up a whole new way of thinking about music.

Music has always been close to my family. My father, Charles Julian Fearing, is a professional guitarist whose
career includes recording on more than 250 gold and platinum records. He began touring at 17 with Barry
White and learned from some of the world’s best musicians. At home, he was my first mentor. Even though he
never formally taught music, he guided me with patience, honesty and a focus on listening and discipline. A
lot of what | know started with those moments at home.

One of the biggest moments for me this year was auditioning for Berklee with a Chopin Polonaise. When |
found out | had been accepted and received a full scholarship, | felt a mix of excitement and gratitude. It felt
like years of practice and support from my family had led to that moment.

At Poly High, | worked hard in school, served as captain of the tennis team and helped win a Moore League
Doubles Championship. | also performed in jazz band, earned music honors and participated in the
Jackrabbit Pageant, where | performed “Dizzy Fingers” and was named Most Talented.

| also grew a lot through the YMCA of Greater Long Beach’s Youth and Government program. That
experience helped me understand how to think about bigger issues, listen to different perspectives and feel
more confident speaking up for what | believe in. It also helped shape how | see the world beyond music and
sports.

Outside of school, | work at Long Beach Creamery with my older brother JJ. We also play basketball together
and spend a lot of time with family.

My Puerto Rican heritage is also a big part of who | am. | have been able to travel to the island and connect
more deeply with my roots. Family gatherings often turn into music sessions where we play everything from
classical to jazz to Bad Bunny songs. Those moments mean a lot to me.

In our family, we talk about SFC, which stands for Strength, Family, and Connection. Those words really
describe how we got through both the good times and hard times together.

My mom, Andrea Marisol Sulsona, often reminds me of that. She is a cancer survivor, a UCLA graduate, and
vice president of development at the YMCA of Greater Long Beach. She has always shown me what strength
and perseverance look like.

She says, “We have leaned on strength, family, and connection through everything life has brought us. Music
has always been the thread that ties it together. Watching Alex pursue his dream at Berklee is the realization

of years of dedication, perseverance and love.”

As | get ready to leave Long Beach for Boston, | know | am carrying all of that with me. My family, my
community and everything | have learned along the way will always be part of my story.
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Recitals & Honors

Barba Students
Honored

Three students of Sandra Barba, of Long
Beach, CA, wore honored by their teacher
in thiir reciial f-ulr-tm-in; 13 Guild auadis
tiont. Mark MeDéermott qunl!-ud. s Fifehs
akicnal [, Matthew MeDermatt mncd
Rhimmsn O Brien presented State progrms.

Mark, age 12, was awarded his 5Year
National Program Trophy by his teacher in
recital at Fields Pia-
pod in Santa A on
Jumne 30, 2003, He has
plaved piana for eight
years, and participated
in the Piano Guild
auditions for seven
vears, Mark enjoys the
piana so much that he
plays for schoo] masses
ancl puts on a Christs
mas progeam for his family, He attends St
Joseph Elementary Sr:l'rm] where he main-
tains a 4.0 GPA. H-l".- s first |:||.:H:'e at ki
schan| sefenee G, and honsrable mention
at the Los Angeles County Seience Fair In
the Archdiocese of Lo Angeles Academic
Degathlon, Mark reached fourth place in the
Soedal Studies category, Ouidide of school
ansd pians, he i3 3 competitive swinimer, and
heas qpueslified For Junior Ohampics § times in
five different evenis. He alio plays base-
ball on his schoal team, where he execls as
a catcher and inficlder. Despite his busy
schedabe with sesdemics and sports, Mark
still finds time to put together a ten-plece
program for Guild, containing & variety of
repertoire from all of the periods of music,
and an assortment of other songs for holidays
and time in between the two. He will con-
i ba PL'l::.' For veuirs bo come.

Matthew, age 14, was nwnrded for his
secand State-level audition by his teacher
at the revital. He has
alsor been recognized [
as & bwo-lime National 2
Winner, a twos-time [
District Winner, and a
arne-time Lotal Winaer | 0
in auditions, He has |
played plano for eight |
VINITE, and has [rart ici-
pated in Guild audi-
tions foF seven vears,
He has elabosated an
his piane studies to perform o Christmas
program for his Family, He attends Saint
John Bosco High School, s rgorous Sale-
sian-Frepmtory school, where he maintains

Mark MeDermodl

Marthew
MeDermenii

WINTER 2014

2 4.0 GPA. He was honored in six differemt
subject aseas for outstanding performances
throughout the 2012-2003 school year. He
wis awarded the Presidential Scholarship
thee previansd veur bo altend Saint Jolin Bosea
High Schooal and vas alse the valedictorian
of his eighth grade class, Outside of school
and piana, he is an sccomplished swinmer
and water pole player, In swimming, he has
participated ab over 20 major regional meets
(incheding Junior Ohmpies) and has placed
153 times in the top 5 and an additional 25
tirmes in e bop 16, He alooe Rividhed Sth andd
13th &n two events at Trinity League Varsity
Finals as a freshman, In water polo, e was
the Most Valuable Plaver of his school s beam.
Despite selting asde lirge amounts of time
to achieve excellenes at school and in the
poal, Matthew still assembles a seven-piece
program for Guild asditions, which inchedes
a variely of repertoire from all periods of
riasde, as well as more songs for the holidays
and Family entertainment, He will continue
to play the pharse For sisamy vears G comme,
Rhianmon O Bricn has plaved the plano
with Ms. Barba for more than half of her
10 voung vears, She
enjoys getting dressed
ui bwice a vear o play
in recital, and in Four
years has never once
been nervous for her
piano Cuild suditions,
This past year, her
remarkables rl.'l'hilll}-' o
perform well under
prossure earned her
State honors, In addi-
tion to plaving the plano, Rhisnnon plays the
vinlin al school msd :s!ng; qdm.vslmﬂ:.'. Last
fall, she enrvolled in Leland Stanford Middle
School in Long Beach, where she has been
singing in the chorus every day. When she is
not making music or :-.I:udum;l.ngﬂ her 4.0
GPA, b= pmbal:h finad her swimming
or playing volleyball, like her dad and older
brothers who adore her. I she's not at the
pool or setting a vollevlsall, vou ean find her
in the kitchen with her mom whipping up
something decadent and delicious,

Chen Earns
Five-Year Honors

Jazon Chen is a fifth grade studest ot
Robert Lowis Stevenson Elementary School
in San Francizeo, CA. He rnj-n:.': Fln:r.ing
Baskethall and toecer, :.wimml'ng.. runnins.
and fixing electronics, He earmed a third
place i a swimming contest last year, Girst

place in the 400-meter |
relay and sevond plaee |
in the G0-meter ficld in |
this year !-mnh::.l!-trrpt-
lu..l:-t-ﬂ l.n. Northem Cali- |
fornia Chinese Culllll’t
Athletic Federation,
His fuvorite sehoal subs [
Jjects are math, science,
wospinl studies, and writs
il.‘lg detailed stories

Jason lemes rE-lEng roller coasters, watch-
ing movies, leaming Chinese and driwing.
He was the first prize winner in a Chinese
poctry recital contest in the Ninth Chinese
Language Bridge Cup Contests organiced by
Confueint [ndtitule ot 5F State Llnil.'vl.-n.il.‘}'&
5F United Sehool Distriet. He gloo reesived
Art Awsrds aka Winmer in Excellence for two
years. His favorite hobby is to play the piano.
Recently, he performed piano and won first
place in the 2013 Children'’s talent contesi
organized by Sing Dao Daily. He studies
piang with Dun Yin Liv and eamed Five.
Year National honors in 2003 Guild awdi-
tions. Heakso likes playing the violin. Hewas
the youngest to join the Ewald competition
after getting a “Superior” ins the AIMS
Musie Festival and obtained honorable men-
tiom in il fimal competition.

Jason Chen
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